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This  Annual  Eeport  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  Circular  834  (England)  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  15th  December,  1927,  which  requires  that  it  be  an 
Ordinary  Eeport,  that  is,  a Eeport  of  a more  simple  character 
than  the  full  Survey  Eeport  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
is  asked  to  prepare  every  five  years. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1927. 

Area  of  Urban  District  (in  acres) 

Civil  Population  (Eegistrar  General’s  Estimate) 

Population  at  Census  of  1921  (Males  4180,  Females 

) ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921) 

Total  Private  Families  at  Census  1921  ... 

Census  Population  living  more  than  2 persons  per  room 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1927) 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 
Density  of  Population  per  acre 

Number  of  Births  (Males  74,  Females  78)  Total 

Illegitimate  Births  (Males  2,  Females  7)  Total 

Birth  Eate  per  1,000  living 

Illegitimate  Birth  Eate  per  1,000  Births  Eegistered  ... 

Number  of  Deaths,  including  residents  who  died  away 
from  Heckmondwike  (Males  68,  Females  86)  Total 
Nett  Death  Eate  per  1,000  living  ... 

Number  of  Still  Births 

Infantile  Death  Eate  per  1,000  Births  Eegistered 
Illegitimate  Death  Eate  per  1,000  Births  Eegistered  ... 
Tuberculosis  Death  Eate  (all  forms)  per  1,000  ... 

Phthisis  Death  Eate  per  1,000 
Zymotic  Death  Eate  per  1,000 

Eespiratory  Diseases  Death  Eate  per  1,000  (Excluding 
Phthisis) 

Cancer  Death  Eate  per  1,000 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  (excluding  Tuber 
culosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 
Cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  notified 
Number  of  Inquests  ... 

Eateable  Value 

Eate  of  Id.  in  £ produces  approx. 

Eainfall  in  inches 
Number  of  Wet  Days 
Parliamentary  Voters 
Local  Government  Voters  ... 

Poor  Law  Relief  Distributed 
Primary  Vaccinations  I 

Exemption  Certificates  Granted  I 

Dried  Milk  supplied  under  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order, 

217  lbs.  to  10  Mothers 


696 
8894 

9023 
2396 
2343 
17-8% 
2500 
3-5 
12-7 
152 
9 

17-0 
59-2 

154 
17-3 
9-0 
65-8 
Nil 
1-2 
M 
0-2 

1- 9 

2- 7 

44 
11 
3 
12 

£49424 
£190 
28-52 
186 
5106 
4276 

£1,115  Us.  5d. 
Figures  unobtainable  on 
application. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS* 

BIRTH  and  DEATH  RATES  SINCE  1900 
IN  HECKMONDWIKE  with  comparative  1927 
figures  for  the  rest  of  the  Country  (Registrar 
General)  * 


Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of 

Births 

Registered. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

'Nett. 

Under  1 Year  of 

Age 

At  all  Ages. 

Year. 

each  Year. 

(Registrar 

General’s 

Figures). 

N 

umber 

Rate. 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births 

Number. 

Rate 

Yearly 
Averages 
1900  09 

9,613 

190 

19'8 

29 

152 

160 

166 

1910-19 

9,064 

169 

185 

19 

109 

148 

16-8 

1920-26 

9,027 

169 

189 

15 

86 

139 

152 

Year 

1927 

8,894 

152 

170 

10 

65 

154 

17  3 

1927 — England  and  Wales 

16  7 

69 

123 

107  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns  including  London 

17-1 

71 

12-2 

155  Smaller  Towns  .. 

• • • 

... 

16-4 

68 

11-3 

London 

... 

... 

... 

16T 

59 

11  9 

i 


Birth*,  Leg.  143  ) 
Illeg.  9 j 
M.  F.  Birth 

74  78  Rate 

Deaths  154.  Death  Rate 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 
Leg.  10  ; Illeg.  Nil ; 
Still-Births,  9. 


Total  152. 


17  09. 


17  3- 

year — 
Total 


10. 


Number  of  women  \ 

dying  in,  or  in  con-  ( from  Sepsis,  Nil. 

sequence  of  child  1 from  other  causes,  Nil. 

birth  ...  ...  J 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages),  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),  1. 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years),  Nil. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Heckmondwike  during  1927,  and  a 
Comparison  with  Previous  Years  since  1919. 


Enteric  Fever  ... 

Small-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Meningococcal  Meningitis  .. 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 
Heart  Disease  ... 
Arterio-Sclerosis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duo- 
denum 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Accidents  and  Diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition 
Congenital  Debility  and  M al- 
formation,  Premature  Bi 
Suicide 

Deaths  from  Violence 
Other  Defined  Diseases 


Totals 


1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

l 

2 

1 

1. 

12 

3 

4 

2 

1 

8 

8 

11 

4 

9 

6 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

11 

15 

14 

10 

8 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

11 

14 

10 

14 

20 

19 

21 

23 

15 

23 

5 

5 

2 

4 

14 

11 

11 

18 

9 

12 

10 

13 

10 

10 

2 

20 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

l 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

7 

3 

5 

1 

11 

J 

1 

1 

' 

6 

10 

7 

5 

5 

6 

1 

1 

4 

1 

22 

2 

5 

50 

4 

34 

6 

23 

31 

1 

146 

147 

135 

14.  | 

99 

169 

1925 


1 

1 

7 


5 

3 

16 

1 

12 

23 

8 

9 

8 


2 


8 

2 

6 

22 

1 


1926 


143 


12 

1 

7 

1 

1 

11 

22 

3 

6 

12 

3 

3 

1 


7 

2 

4 

21 


1927 


122 


l 

14 


10 

1 

24 

1 

2 

16 

19 

3 

12 

5 


1 

1 

7 


6 

3 

6 

21 


Total 


154 


7 

2 

5 

2 

52 


70 

16 

120 

5 
12 
88 

185 

30 

102 

90 

12 

9 

6 
6 
7 

48 

2 

1 

60 

9 

30 

277 

2 


1256 


There  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year 
which  received  or  required  more  comment  than  is  made  in  this 
Keport.  The  town  is  entirely  an  industrial  area,  the  occupations  of 
the  inhabitants  being  described  in  previous  reports. 
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Population.  The  Registrar- General  estimates  the  popula- 
tion at  the  middle  of  1927  to  be  8,894,  which  is  an  increase  of  41 
upon  his  estimate  for  1926.  When  the  census  of  1921  was  taken 
it  was  during  a period  of  trade  dispute  and  it  was  known  that 
many  inhabitants  of  Heckmondwike  were  away  from  home.  The 
census  figure  was  9,023.  Since  that  date  the  natural  increase  of 
population — increase  of  births  over  deaths — is  107,  therefore, 
assuming  the  correctness  of  the  census  figure,  the  population  for 
1927  should  be  9,130,  and  it  is  probable  that  this  is  rather  lower 
than  is  the  case.  However,  the  Registrar-General’s  figures  are 
official  and  must  be  accepted. 


Births  registered  during  1927  numbered  152,  giving  a rate 
of  17-0  per  1,000  of  population,  which  is  higher  than  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales,  London,  or  the  smaller  towns,  but  below 
previous  years  for  Heckmondwike.  The  rate  for  the  County 
Boroughs  is  17T  and,  as  previously  explained,  this  is  the  true 
rate  to  compare  Heckmondwike  with,  for,  although  the  town  is 
not  a County  Borough,  all  the  conditions  of  life  for  purposes  of 
calculating  vital  statistics  are  precisely  the  same  as  in  County 
Boroughs. 

Deaths  numbered  154,  but  this  figure  includes  the  deaths  of 
34  persons  who  at  some  period  had  resided  in  Heckmondwike, 
such  town  being  given  as  their  last  known  address.  Thirteen 
of  these  had  been  inmates  of  Staincliffe  Institution  or  West 
Riding  Asylums  for  long  periods,  and  sixteen  had  died  in  various 
hospitals  away  from  Heckmondwike.  The  net  death  rate  is  17-3 
per  1,000  of  population,  a figure  which  gives  a wrong  impression 
of  the  health  of  the  town,  which  is  quite  good.  The  reasons  for 
this  have  been  stated  previously.  It  is  well  understood  that 
when  small  populations  are  the  basis  of  calculation  a true  per- 
spective is  not  always  obtained. 

The  Infantile  Death  Rate  is  65  per  1,000  births  registered. 
This  is  favourable  and  compares  well  wfith  figures  for  the  rest 
of  the  country  (see  Table)  and  previous  years  in  Heckmond- 
wike. There  were  no  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants.  Amongst 
legitimate  children  there  were  ten  deaths  under  one  year.  Six 
suffered  from  Congenital  Debility,  Malformation,  or  Premature 
Birth.  Three  died  from  Pneumonia  and  one  from  drowning.  It 
will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  seven  of  these  ten  deaths  were  un- 
preventable  by  the  Local  Authority.  It  is  expected  that  pre- 
mature births  and  allied  conditions  will  diminish  as  prospective 
mothers  attend  the  ante-natal  clinic  for  advice.  Amongst^  the 
causes  of  death  at  all  ages  there  were  increases  in  the  rates  from 
Cancer,  24  against  7 the  previous  year ; Influenza,  14  against  1, 
Apoplexy,  16  against  11;  Bronchitis,  12  against  6;  Brights 
Disease,  7 against  4.  Decreases  were  seen  in  Tuberculosis, 
Heart  Disease  and  Pneumonia. 
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Under  the  Births  and  Deaths  Registration,  Act,  1926,  the  regis- 
tration of  Still-births  became  operative  on  July  1st,  1927.  Since 
that  date  to  December  31st,  the  Registrar  has  reported  five, 
and  prior  to  that  four  were  known,  giving  approximately  a total 
of  nine. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY  OR  BY  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

A.  (1)  Fever.  Provided  by  a Joint  Hospital  Board,  in 
which  Heckmondwike  is  a partner.  The  Hospital  is  situated  at 
Chickenley  and  contains  72  beds  and  30  cots, 

(2)  Smallpox.  This  is  also  the  duty  of  the  Joint  Board  to 
provide.  The  accommodation  is  stated  to  be  18  beds. 

B.  (1)  Tuberculosis.  The  County  Council  is  the  Authority 
for  treatment  of  this  disease  and  provides  various  sanatoria. 

(2)  Maternity.  None  apart  from  the  Poor  Law.  Compli- 
cated cases  are  sent  into  the  several  local  hospitals.  There  is  a 
Maternity  Home  in  Heckmondwike,  supported  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions, fees  from  patients  and  Government  Grant,  adminis- 
tered by  the  Heckmondwike  Nursing  Association.  The  Heck- 
mondwike Urban  District  Council  is  not  in  any  way  connected 
with  this  establishment,  neither  are  any  of  the  Council’s  Officers. 

During  1927  the  Registrar  of  Births  reported  the  registra- 
tion of  the  births  of  90  infants  born  in  the  Home.  Of  these 
children  the  parents  of  23  resided  in  Heckmondwike,  and  67  did 
not  reside  in  Heckmondwike. 


Year. 

Heckmondwike 

residents. 

Others. 

1922 

23 

50 

1923 

15 

56 

1924 

18 

54 

1925 

35 

41 

1926 

19 

51 

(3)  Children.  None. 

(4)  Other.  None  supported  from  the 

rates.  Heckmond 

wike  patients  are  admitted  to  the  hospitals  of  Leeds,  Bradford, 
Dewsbury  and  Batley.  Apart  from  the  Poor  Law  there  is  no 
institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants 
and  homeless  children  in  the  area. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  (a)  Bor  infectious  cases  from  the 
Joint  Hospital  Board,  (b)  Bor  non-inf ectious  cases  and  acci- 
dent cases  provided  by  a voluntarv  committee. 

t-  v 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Address. 

Sessions. 

Day  and  j 
Time  of 
Meeting. 

Arrangements 
for  Medical 
Supervision. 

For 

1 

George  Street 

Maternity 

M.O.H.  attends 

Sunday  School, 

and  Child 

Thursdays 

W eekly  for 

Heckmondwike 

Heckmondwike. 

Welfare 

2 to  4. 

Consultation. 

U.D.  Council  is< 

Weekly. 

the  Authority 

for  Maternity 

Public  Health 

Ante  and 

Wednesday 

Woman  Asst. 

and  Child 

Department, 

Post  Natal 

Fortnightly 

M.O.H.  for 

Welfare. 

Green  side, 

Fortnightly 

2 to  4. 

Consultations. 

Heckmondwike 

Day  Nurseries 

None 

Public  Health 

Department, 

Daily  School 

Daily 

County  Coun  cil 

Greenside, 

Clinic 

9 a.m. 

through  its 

Heckmondwike 

4 p.m. 

S M. 0.  and 

County  Council 

M.O.H. 

the  Authority.  < 

Heckmond- 

Tuberculosis 

wike 

Dispensary  , 

1 

Venereal 

V Outside  the  District 

Diseases 

l 

Centres. 

) 

The  School  Clinic  fills  a long  felt  want  and  has  been  the  means 
of  ameliorating  much  suffering  amongst  scholars  The  Ante  Natal 
Clinic  has  been  of  great  assistance  to  prospective  mothers  during  the 
three  years  it  has  been  open.  Free  examination  and  advice  is  avail- 
able to  all  who  attend.  An  examination  of  the  following  figures 
may  cause  surprise  that  so  few  are  found  to  be  in  normal  health. 
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ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 


Individual  patients  attending  Clinic 

1925. 

42 

1926. 

73 

1927. 

49 

Patients  found  normal 

7 

19 

6 

Patients  found  suffering  from  one  or  more 
defects 

35 

54 

43 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  Clinic 

120 

141 

112 

Defects  Classified. 

Respiratory  system,  excluding  Tuberculosis 

4 

16 

7 

Circulatory  system,  excluding  Varicose  Veins 

9 

9 

8 

Digestive  system,  excluding  Defective  Teeth 
and  Constipation  ... 

4 

15 

25 

Urinary  system  ... 

7 

19 

9 

Small  or  deformed  Pelvis 

2 

O 

O 

3 

Gynaecological  defects,  including  Venereal 
Disease 

6 

2 

Nil 

Varicose  Veins  ... 

S 

17 

11 

Constipation 

14 

21 

19 

Defective  Teeth 

15 

27 

19 

Miscellaneous 

2 

3 

4 

A number  of  written  communications  were  sent 

to  doctors 

respecting  their  patients  examined  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Midwives  are  welcomed  and  urged  to  bring  their  patients,  to 
whom  no  fee  is,  of  course,  charged,  whilst  special  care  is  taken 
to  safeguard  the  midwife’s  position.  It  is  regrettable  that 
patients  from  the  Maternity  Home  have  not,  as  a rule,  been 
advised  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  the  Council’s  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic,  but  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  an  alteration  in  the 
near  future. 


Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  1927. 


Mothers  with  Infants. 

1900 


Number  of  Mothers  on 
Register. 

114 


Average  Attendance  per 
Mother. 

16-6 


The  actual  attendances  are  larger  than  the  figures  given, 
which  only  refer  to  mothers  who  have  their  infants  with  them. 
No  record  is  kept  of  others,  such  as  for  purchases,  etc.  Dried 
milk  was  sold  to  the  extent  of  l,4701bs.  Certified  milk,  the 
highest  grade  of  milk,  can  now  be  obtained  in  Heckmondwike. 
Where  mothers  cannot  feed  their  infants  this  is  now  advised. 
It  contains  no  manure,  tubercle  bacilli,  or  added  water,  and 
hence  is  a safe,  clean  milk.  All  milk  sold  to  the  public  should 
be  clean  and  free  from  disease  germs.  Unfortunatelv  such  is 
not  the  case. 
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Under  the  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  2171bs.  of 
dried  milk  were  given  to  10  mothers,  at  a cost  to  the  Council  of 
£15  7s.  5d. 


Work  of  Health  Visitor  during  1927 : — 


Ante-Natal — First  Visits  ... 

76 

Re-Visits 

176 

Infants  under  12  months — 

First  Visits 

...  136 

Re-Visits 

...  1761 

Visits  to  Children — 

Between  12  months  and  3 years  ... 

...  1583 

Between  3 and  5 years 

...  1523 

Visits  to  cases  of — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

12 

Pneumonia  (notified) 

16 

Tuberculosis  ... 

32 

Still  Births 

7 

Measles 

...  697 

Whooping  Cough 

140 

Chicken-Pox  ... 

...  448 

Mumps 

...  Nil 

252 


1897 


3106 


1352 


Total  Visits 


6607 


During  the  year  98  births  were  notified  by  doctors  and  116 
by  midwives.  Four  were  unnotified. 

The  Council’s  Health  Visitor,  Sister  Shorter,  also  acts  as 
School  Nurse,  the  West  Riding  County  Council  paying  the  Heck- 
mondwike  Council  an  annual  sum  for  her  services  as  such. 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  work  performed  as  School 
Nurse  for  the  West  Riding  County  Council,  but  are  evidence  of 
the  large  amount  of  time  spent  by  Sister  Shorter  amongst  the 
mothers  and  children  of  Heckmondwike  in  their  own  homes, 
where  she  is  welcomed  and  her  advice  much  relied  upon  by 
those  to  whom  it  is  ungrudgingly  given.  Her  services  to  the 
community  are  of  considerable  value  and  cannot  be  estimated 
in  money. 

Last  year  the  Council  was  recommended  to  consider  the 
desirability  of  making  such  alterations  as  would  allow  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centre  to  be  held  weekly  at  the  new  Public  Health 
Department.  Reasons  were  given,  and  the  recommendation  is 

again  put  forward. 
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Certain  ladies,  members  of  the  Heckmondwike  Nursing 
Association,  assist  in  the  running  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
by  providing  tea,  selling  garments  at  cost  price,  dried  milk, 
cod  liver  oil  emulsion,  etc.  They  help  generally  in  the  non- 
professional work  of  the  Centre  and  render  valuable  service.  It 
is  invidious  to  mention  individuals  perhaps,  but  the  mothers 
know  to  whom  they  are  indebted. 

A ‘‘Boots  for  the  Bairns  Fund,”  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions  and  run  each  year  by  the  members  of  the  Council, 
has  distributed  articles  of  children’s  attire  during  1927,  viz.  : — 
126  pairs  boots,  259  pairs  stockings,  and  20  pairs  clogs. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHORITY. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

*G.  H.  Pearce,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 
L.R.F.P.  & S.,  Barrister- at-Law. 

WOMAN  ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR 
MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  (part  time). 

*M.  M.  Thierens,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

HEALTH  VISITOR  AND  SCHOOL  NURSE. 

*Ethel  M.  Shorter,  3 years'  General  Training  Certificate; 
Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

A.  K.  Greenwood. 

*50%  salary  contribution  is  received  from  Exchequer  Grants 
in  respect  of  officers  marked  *. 

The  Medical  Officer  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer  for  the  adjoining  Borough  of  Batley.  The 
Health  Visitor  is  directly  employed  by  the  Council  as  such,  but 
the  West  Riding  County  Council  pays  the  Heckmondwike  Coun- 
cil an  annual  sum  for  her  part  time  services  as  School  Nurse 
under  the  County  Council.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  Meat, 
Market,  and  Housing  Inspector. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home,  (a)  General.  This  is 
provided  by  the  Heckmondwike  Nursing  Association,  a voluntary 
body,  which  employs  one  district  nurse.  There  is  also  an 
independent  nurse,  who  has  practised  on  her  own  account  for 
some  years. 

(5)  lor  Infectious  Disease,  e.g.,  Measles,  etc.  There  is 
none  as  previously  explained.  This  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
Council. 
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Midwives.  The  Local  Authority  does  not  employ  or  sibsidise 
any  midwife.  One  practises  on  her  own  account  and  one  other 
is  employed  by  and  resident  in  the  Maternity  Home.  She  does 
district  midwifery. 

Registration  of  Maternity  Homes.  The  Council  is  not  a 
Local  Supervising  Authority  under  the  Midwives  Act. 

Chemical  Work.  Should  any  be  required,  it  is  done  by  a 
private  analyst  or  in  the  laboratory  of  the  West  Riding  County 
Council  at  Wakefield. 


Adoptive  Acts  and  By-laws.  The  following  are  in  force  in 
Heckmondwike : — 


Parts  or  Sections 
in  force. 

Date  of  adoption. 

Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890 

Whole  Act 

1902 

Infectious  Disease  Pre- 

vention  Act,  1890 

Whole  Act 

1908 

Notification  of  Births 

Act,  1907 

Whole  Act 

1909 

Public  Health  Acts 

Amendment  Act,  1907 

Sec.  51 

1922 

Heckmondwike  Improvement  Act,  1905. 

By-law  Date. 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  1889 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  1889 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  1889 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  ...  ...  1889 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1889 

*Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 

Milkshops  Order  ...  ...  ...  1912 

Hackney  Carriages  ...  ...  ...  1889 

Baths  and  Wash-houses  ...  ...  ...  1902 

Markets  and  F airs  ...  ...  ...  1869 

Pleasure  Grounds  ...  ...  ...  ...  192-3 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  ...  ...  1926 


* Superseded  by  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 


12 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water.  Reference  may  be  made  to  Page  14  of  the  Annual 
Report  for  1926,  and  Page  11  of  the  1925  Report.  The  condi- 
tions there  described  exist  to-day  and  the  Council’s  Surveyor, 

Mr.  Littlewood,  states  there  have  been  no  further  developments. 
The  water  supply  of  Heckmondwike  is  of  excellent  quality. 

Riyers  and  Streams.  The  Spen  Beck  is  much  polluted  by 

dye  waters  and  trade  effluent.  The  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 

Rivers  Board  exercises  control. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  Surveyor,  Mr.  Littlewood, 

states  the  position  is  similar  to  the  previous  year,  described  on 
Page  14  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1926. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  1927. 

No.  of  Privies  with  open  Middens  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  Privies  with  covered  Middens  ...  ...  48 

No.  of  Water  Closets 
No.  of  Waste  Water  Closets 

No.  of  Privies  and  Pail  Closets  reconstructed 
during  1927 : — 

(a)  As  W.C.’s  6 

(b)  Others  None. 

No.  of  Privies  abolished  None. 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  for  New  Houses,  1927,  42 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  for  old  property 

in  1927  9 

No.  of  Trough  W.C.’s  converted  to  modern  Type  5 


2371 

154 


59 


-2525 


Scavenging. — The  Surveyor  supplies  the  following  informa- 
tion : — 

“ 3399  loads  of  refuse  were  burned  in  the  Destructor  during 
the  year.  Whilst  the  furnaces  were  closed  down  for  flue  clean- 
ing 139  loads  of  refuse  were  taken  to  the  private  tip  in  New 
North  Road. 

1 161  loads  of  Clinker  from  the  Destructor  were  taken  to 
the  New  North  Road  tip  and  29  loads  of  clinker  to  the  tip  on 
Cawley  Lane. 

The  dust  bins  are  emptied  weekly  and  the  ashpits 
monthly,  two  Ford  ton  wagons  being  employed  for  this  purpose. 

Included  in  the  above  figures  is  a large  quantity  of  trade 
refuse,  which  the  Council  removes  free  of  charge.” 
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In  many  towns  trade  refuse  is  only  removed  by  the  Local 
Authority  on  payment  by  the  person  producing  it.  Whether 
the  general  body  of  ratepayers  should  be  charged  for  services 
of  this  nature  rendered  to  particular  tradesmen,  or  whether  a 
tradesman  should  be  responsible  for  getting  rid  of  his  trade 
refuse  either  by  arrangement  with  the  Council,  or  otherwise,  is 
a matter  which  would  appear  to  be  a proper  one  for  considera- 
tion. 

Total  annual  Cost  of  Scavenging  ...  £2200 

Number  of  Metal  Bins  ...  ...  ...  1719 

Number  of  Brick  Receptacles  ...  ...  192 

Number  of  Middens  ...  ...  ...  88 

Number  of  Defective  Metal  Bins  renewed  33 

No.  of  Additional  Metal  Bins  provided 

for  old  property  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Metal  Bins  provided  for  new 

houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

2 Brick  Receptacles  have  been  replaced 
by  5 Metal  Bins. 

4 Middens  have  been  replaced  by  5 Metal 
Bins. 

It  is  desirable  that,  where  possible,  all  receptacles  for  refuse 
other  than  covered  metal  bins  should  be  abolished  at  the  earliest 
convenient  date. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  furnishes  the  following  particulars 
in  accordance  with  Article  19  (12)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
Order,  1922:  — 


NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS. 


Nuisances 

797 

Offensive  Trades 

79 

Bakehouses  and  Restaurants 

134 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

65 

Ice  Cream  ... 

27 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

102 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

36 

Slaughter-houses 

266 

Total  ...  1526 
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NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Choked  W.C.’s  

Defective  and  Choked  Drains  ... 

Defective  Privies  and  Paii  Closets 
Manure  Accumulations  ... 

Defective  Dry  Ash  Places 
Defective  Metal  Bins 
Insufficient  Metal  Bins  ... 

Defective  W.C.  Apparatus 
Insufficient  W.C.  Accommodation 
Defective  Trough  W.C.’s 
Defective  Vent  Shafts 
Others 


12 

15 

11 

29 

9 

18 

5 

4 

9 

1 

4 


Total  . . . 122 


SERVICE  OF  NOTICES. 


Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  92 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1926  ...  26 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1927  ...  26 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1927  ...  96 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  abated  during  1927  ...  ...  96 

Legal  Proceedings  respecting  Nuisances  ...  ...  None 


Smoke  Abatement. — The  Public  Health  (Smoke  Abatement) 
Act  came  into  force  on  July  1st,  1927.  The  definition  of 
“smoke”  is  extended,  and  includes  all  smoke,  irrespective  of 
colour;  it  also  includes  soot,  ash,  grit,  and  gritty  particles. 
Heckmondwike,  in  common  with  other  industrial  towns,  suffers 
in  no  small  degree  from  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  by  dense 
black  smoke  emitted  from  chimneys  connected  with  various 
works.  It  also  is  afflicted  by  smoke  from  premises  outside  the 
town’s  boundaries.  It  is  beyond  controversy  that  a smoke- 
polluted  atmosphere  is  detrimental  to  health,  and  that  financial 
saving  is  the  reward  of  those  manufacturers  who  adopt  modern 
methods  of  prevention.  In  previous  years  I have  recommended 
that  observations  be  taken  and  reports  upon  them  be  made 
periodically- to  the  Council.  I again  make  the  suggestion  as  one 
very  worthy  of  consideration  in  my  opinion. 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BY-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

Offensive  Trades. 


Fat  Melting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tripe  Boiling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bone  Boiling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Gut  Scraping  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fellmongering  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Common  Lodging  House.  There  is  one,  which  generally  is 
kept  in  good  condition.  The  present  manager  and  his  wife 
appear  to  do  all  they  can  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  made  to 
them  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
By-laws  respecting  houses  let  in  lodgings,  or  Regulations  in 
respect  of  underground  sleeping  rooms  (Housing  Act,  1925, 
Section  18 [1] ) , do  not  at  present  appear  to  be  needed.  By-laws 
respecting  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.,  would  be  desirable,  there 
being  a small  proportion  of  persons  to  whom  they  apply.  There 
is  great  need  of  the  adoption  of  by-laws  respecting  the  trade  of 
a fish  fryer.  This  has  been  previously  recommended  and  is 
again  mentioned. 

Schools.  The  West  Riding  County  Council  is  the  Educa- 
tion Authority  in  Heckmondwike.  The  new  school  clinic  con- 
tinues to  be  appreciated  by  mothers  on  behalf  of  their  children 

I who  may  need  to  be  treated  there.  Excellent  service  has  been 
rendered  by  the  School  Nurse,  Sister  Shorter,  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  the  Local  Education  Sub-Committee  has  expressed 
its  appreciation  of  her  work  at  the  clinic,  and  elsewhere,  amongst 
scholars  attending  the  elementary  schools. 

HOUSING,  1927. 

I 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 
under  (b) 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  ... 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ... 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts) 


42 

36 

6 


79 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 
under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  closing  orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  wrere  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  de- 
fects were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1925:  — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 
view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders 


48 

None 

31 

30 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  None 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  tit  ...  ...  ...  None 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  None 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  None 

The  above  particulars  comprise  the  work  of  the  Housing 
Inspector,  as  such,  during  the  year.  There  are  many  old  houses 
in  the  town,  some  of  which  are  untit  for  habitation,  whilst  others 
in  large  numbers  are  badly  in  need  of  repairs  to  make  them 
reasonably  tit  for  habitation.  It  is  impracticable  under  existing 
conditions  to  recommend  closure.  It  is  not  only  desirable,  but 
necessary,  that  action  be  taken  respecting  houses  badly  in  need 
of  urgent  repairs.  This  has  been  recommended  before  and  is 
again  mentioned.  Powers  under  the  Housing  Act,  1925,  and  the 
Public  Health  Acts  are  already  available.  In  the  interest  of  ail 
parties,  action  should  be  taken  and  reports  considered  by  the 
Council  each  month. 

The  Surveyor,  Mr.  Littlewood,  informs  me  the  Stubley 
Estate  Housing  Scheme  is  now  completed.  There  are  32  B 
Type  Houses  and  102  A Type  Houses.  So  far  as  he  knows,  the 
Housing  Committee  do  not  recommend  the  Council  to  build 
more,  and  there  are  no  urgent  cases  on  the  waiting  list  at  pre- 
sent. 

In  my  opinion  the  Council  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
fine  Housing  Estate  which  it  has  constructed.  It  is  a credit  to 
the  town  and  to  those  connected  with  its  creation.  There  are 
still  many  people  in  Heckmondwike  living  under  overcrowded 
conditions,  but  these  people  do  not  desire  accommodation  on 
the  estate,  even  if  available,  because  they  cannot  afford  the  rent. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Council  cannot  be  expected  to  provide 
houses  rent  free.  Unfortunately,  it  must  be  admitted  there  are 
certain  families  who  are  not  fitted  for  occupation  of  new  modern 
houses  on  account  of  their  undesirable  habits.  This,  of  course, 
is  a question  which  admits  of  argument  from  two  standpoints. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1927,  for  the  Urban  District 
of  HedKmondwike,  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces, 

including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Inspector 
of  Nuisances:  — 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

Factories  (including  Factory- 
Laundries)  

45 

3 

Nil 

Workshops  (including  Work- 
shop Laundries)  

178 

Nil 

Nil 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers' premises)  

51 

Nil 

Nil  . 

Total  

274 

3 

Nil 

2.— Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


| Number  of  Defects. 

No.  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

which  Pro- 
secutions 

were 

instituted. 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health 
Acts : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

' 

Want  of  Ventilation 

— 



- 

Overcrowding 

...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

- , 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ... 

— 



— 

- 

Other  Nuisances 

: — 

— 

- 





Sanitary 

Accommoda- 

'Insufficient. 
Unsuitable  or 
Defective. 

1 

1 

tion:  — 

Not  separate 
.for  sexes. 

2 

2 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Acts: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground Bakehouses  (S.  .101) 

Other  Offences: — 

[Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outworkers  and  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of 
Powers)  Order,  1921] 

Total  ... 

3 

3 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  December  31st,  1927. 
Plasterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rag  Sorting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Boot  Repairing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Hairdressers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Breadmaking  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Millinery  and  Dressmaking  ^ ...  ...  ...  5 

Tailoring  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Waste  Sorting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plumbing  and  Electricians  ...  ...  ...  5 

Joiners,.  Cabinet  Makers,  Wood  Carvers  and 

Upholsterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tinplate  Workers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Watch  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Painters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rug  Making  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Saddlery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Basket  Making  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Restaurant  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Various  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

No.  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Milch  Cows  (Approximate  No.)  ...  ...  ...  56 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  who  are  also  Milk  Purveyors...  2 
No.  of  Milk  Purveyors  only  ...  ...  ...  23 

No.  of  Dairies  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  29 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  73 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  prescribes  certain  require- 
ments respecting  cows  and  cowsheds  to  which  reference  was 
made  in  the  previous  Annual  Report,  where  it  was  explained 
that  in  certain  instances  the  notices  do  not  become  operative 
until  eighteen  months  has  elapsed  since  service.  It  would  be 
advantageous  if  such  notices  were  served,  so  that  structurally  the 
Heckmondwike  cowsheds  would  eventually  comply,  so  far  as  is 
possible,  with  the  terms  of  the  Order.  There  are  only  six  cow- 
sheds in  the  Urban  District,  therefore  it  should  not  be  a matter 
of  difficulty  to  deal  with  them. 
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The  quarterly  reports  of  the  Council’s  Veterinary  Surgeon 
are  as  follows: — 

April  1st,  1927. 

Dr.  Pearce, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  report  of  the 
Inspection  during  the  last  month  of  the  Milk  Cows  in  the  Heck- 
mondwike  Council  area.  With  the  exception  of  three  cows  at 
Cawley  Farm,  rather  low  in  flesh  and  which  will  no  doubt 
improve  during  the  approaching  grass  season,  the  cows  are  in 
a very  satisfactory  condition.  I have  not  clinically  suspected 
a case  of  Tuberculosis,  and  no  cow  has  been  reported  under  the 
T.  B.  order  in  your  area.  Prom  a tubercular  point  of  view  the 
cows’  udders  are  quite  satisfactory. 

A case  of  Mastitis  (Non-Tubercular)  in  a hind  quarter  (at 
Hunter’s),  the  secretion  from  which  is  being  destroyed. 

GEO,  WHITEHEAD,  M.B.C.V.S. 


June  30th,  1927. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  Beport  of  the 
Inspection  this  month  of  the  Cows  in  Milk  in  your  area. 

Hunter’s. — Cows  in  very  satisfactory  condition,  also  cows’ 
udders.  The  cow  named  in  my  last  report  as  suffering  from 
Mastitis  is  disposed  of. 

Hodgson’s. — These  cows  are  in  very  satisfactory  condition, 
and  udders  normal. 

Lund’s. — Two  of  the  three  cows  named  in  my  last  Beport 
have  improved  in  condition,  the  other,  an  Alderney,  still  very 
low  in  flesh,  a deep  milker.  Udder  normal — does  not  exhibit 
clinical  signs  of  T.  B.  to  warrant  one  at  present  to  bring  the 
cow  under  the  1925  T.  B.  Order  This  breed  does  not  usually 
carry  a lot  of  flesh,  nor  is  the  breed  very  susceptible  to  T.  B. 
No  case  in  your  area  reported  under  the  1925  T.  B.  Order  during 
the  last  three  months. 

GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.B.C.V.S. 


September  30th,  1927. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  Beport  of  the 
Inspection  of  Cows  in  Milk  in  your  area  during  the  present 
month. 

Hunter’s. — General  condition  and  udders  very  satisfactory. 

Hodgson’s. — The  general  condition  of  these  cows  and  the 
udders  very  satisfactory. 
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Lund’s. — The  Alderney  named  in  my  June  Report  improved 
in  general  condition.  Udder  normal.  A brindled  cow  (part 
bred  Alderney  or  Jersey)  rather  low  in  flesh,  although  looking 
better  than  on  my  June  visit.  Udder  normal.  These  cows  do 
not  exhibit  clinical  signs  of  Tuberculosis.  I will  keep  them 
under  observation,  and  if  warranted  will  report  to  you.  No  cow 
in  your  area  reported  under  the  T.  B.  1925  Order  since  my  In- 
spection in  June  last. 

GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.Y.S. 

December  7th,  1927. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  Report  of  the 
Inspection  this  month  of  the  Milk  Cows  in  your  area. 

Hunter’s. — General  condition  satisfactory,  one  cow  slight 
Indurated  Quarter  (Non-Tubercular)  ; the  cows’  udders  are 
quite  satisfactory. 

Hodgson’s. — General  condition  of  these  cows  satisfactory. 
We  have  here  slight  Indurated  Quarter  (Non-Tubercular).  The 
cows’  udders  are  quite  satisfactory. 

Lund’s. — With  the  exception  of  the  Jersey  Cow  (low  in 
flesh)  mentioned  in  my  previous  Reports,  the  cows  on  this  Earm 
are  much  more  satisfactory  in  general  condition  than  for  a long 
time  past.  I note  no  sign  of  a TubercularUdder. 

GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 

On  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  becoming  operative, 
the  West  Riding  County  Council  became  the  Authority  for  Veter- 
inary Inspection  of  Dairy  Cattle.  The  report  of  the  first  inspec- 
tion by  the  Chief  Veterinary  Officer  is  as  follows: — 

County  Hall, 
Wakefield, 

December  5th,  1927. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Heckmondwike, 

Dear  Sir, — I beg  to  inform  you  that  on  December  1st  I 
made  an  inspection  of  the  dairy  cattle  and  premises  in  your  area. 

I visited  the  three  registered  premises  and  examined  51 
cows.  The  cows  owned  by  Mr.  Land  are  of  a poor  class  and  are 
dirty  and  badly  kept,  but  those  on  the  other  farms  are  of  an 
excellent  type,  although  those  at  Crabtree  Earm  might  be  a 
good  deal  cleaner. 

I took  two  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  warned  the  owner  against  using  the  milk  from  one  quarter 
where  there  is  a slight  mastitis. 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  S.  RABAGLIATI, 

Chief  Veterinary  Officer. 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923. — Heckmondwike 
residents  are  fortunate  in  having  no  less  than  three  retailers  of 
Certified  Milk  as  follows:  — 

Principal  Licence — George  Haley,  December  31st,  1927. 

Supplementary  Licence — Charles  Godfrey  Worth,  December 
31st,  1927. 

Supplementary  Licence — Arthur  Garnett,  December  31st, 
1927. 

There  is  also  one  dealer,  Frank  Smith,  who  holds  a Supple- 
mentary Licence  to  sell  Grade  A Milk. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  various  grades  of  milk  produced 
under  licence  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  are  not  designated  in 
a manner  that  can  be  easily  understood  by  the  average  citizen. 
Everybody  without  special  information  would  naturally  think  the 
highest  quality  must  be  that  termed  Grade  A,  whereas  it  is  only 
the  third  quality.  As  persons  desirous  of  obtaining  pure,  clean 
milk  frequently  ask  for  information  on  the  subject  and  are  un- 
certain which  is  the  best,  the  information  below  is  given  for  their 
guidance.  In  Certified  or  Grade  A (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milk 
there  should  be  no  germs  of  tuberculosis,  the  milk  being  pro- 
duced from  cows  certified  by  a properly  appointed  Veterinary 
Surgeon  to  be  free  from  the  disease.  This  guarantee  does  not 
apply  to  Grade  A milk.  All  three  grades  should  be  free  from 
cow  dung,  which  is  commonly  found  in  milk  produced  in  the 
ordinary  way.  Buttled  milk  sold  other  than  under  licence  as 
here  described  carries  no  guarantee  of  purity  or  cleanliness.  The 
mere  fact  of  putting  milk  into  a bottle  for  sale  may  make  it 
worse  than  before  because  the  bottle  itself  may  be  unclean. 
Consumers  are  advised  to  ask  retailers  of  bottled  milk  to  shew 
their  licence  in  addition  to  carefully  examining  the  label.  Pure 
clean  milk  is  what  we  all  desire,  but  until  such  is  obtainable 
everywhere  the  best  safeguard  is  to  use  Certified  Milk  where  pos- 
sible. The  importance  of  this  may  be  realised  on  reflection  that 
it  is  a fact  the  majority  of  dairy  cattle  in  this  country  are  suffer- 
ing from  tuberculosis.  People  afflicted  with  liip-joint  disease, 
spinal  disease,  holes  in  the  neck  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis 
of  bones,  joints,  and  glands  have  almost  always  been  the  victims 
of  infection  conveyed  to  them  from  the  cow  by  drinking  tuber- 
cular milk. 

CERTIFIED  MILK. 

The  Licensing  Authority  for  the  producer  is  the  Minister  of 
Health.  The  Licensing  Authority  for  any  other  dealer  is  the 
District  Council. 

The  conditions  under  which  licences  are  granted  for  the  sale 
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of  “ Certified  Milk  ” are  as  follows:  — 

(1)  A herd  book  or  register  of  all  the  animals  in  the  herd 
(showing  additions  and  removals)  must  be  kept  and  all 
the  animals  must  be  suitably  marked  for  purposes  of 
identification. 

(2)  Every  animal  in  the  herd  must  have  passed  the  tuber- 
culin tests  before  the  licence  is  granted,  and  thereafter 
at  intervals  of  six  months.  Every  animal  reacting  to 
the  tests  must  forthwith  be  removed  from  the  farm. 

No  animal  may  be  added  to  the  herd  unless  it  has 
passed  the  tests. 

(3)  An  examination  of  the  herd  must  be  made  once  in  every 
three  months  by  a veterinary  surgeon  nominated  by 
the  Minister.  Any  animal  certified  as  showing  evidence 
of  any  disease  which  may  injuriously  affect  the  milk 
must  immediately  be  removed  from  the  herd  and  in- 
formation as  to  its  disposal  given  to  the  Minister. 

(4)  Before  a licence  is  issued,  the  farm  will  be  inspected 
and  a satisfactory  number  of  points  must  be  obtained 
on  the  inspection  report  card. 

(5)  The  milk  must  be  bottled  on  the  farm  immediately 
after  production,  for  delivery  to  the  consumer. 

(6)  Every  bottle  must  be  closed  with  a suitable  tightly- 
fitting  disc  and  covered  with  a suitable  outer  cap  over- 
lapping the  lip  of  the  bottle  and  so  fastened  as  to  form 
a secure  seal.  This  cap  must  bear  the  name  and 
address  of  the  producer  or  of  the  farm  where  the  milk 
is  produced,  the  day  of  production,  and  the  words  “ Cer- 
tified Milk.” 

The  words,  “ Produced  from  cows  which  have 
passed  the  tuberculin  test  ” may  be  added,  but  no  other 
matter  may  be  inserted  except  with  the  consent  of  the 
Minister. 

(7)  The  milk  at  any  time  before  delivery  to  the  consumer 
must  not  contain  bacillus  coli  in  1/10  c.c.,  and  must 
not  contain  more  than  30,000  bacteria  per  c.c. 

GRADE  A (TUBERCULIN  TESTED)  MILK. 

The  Licensing  Authority  for  the  producer  is  the  Minister 
of  Health.  The  Licensing  Authority  for  the  distributor  is  the 
District  Council. 

The  conditions  as  to  the  tuberculin  testing  of  the  herd 
which  are  set  out  in  paragraph  (2)  above  must  be  complied  with. 
The  conditions  set  out  in  the  paragraph  below  with  regard  to  the 
issue  of  licences  for  the  sale  of  “ Grade  A Milk  ” also  apply, 
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except  that  the  milk  must  not  be  pasteurised,  and  that  the  desig- 
nation, “ Grade  A (Tuberculin  Tested),”  is  to  be  substituted 
for  “Grade  A”  wherever  those  words  occur. 

GRADE  A MILK. 

The  Licensing  Authority  for  the  producer  is  the  Council  of 
the  County  or  the  County  Borough  (as  the  case  may  be)  in 
which  the  milk  is  produced. 

The  conditions  under  which  licences  are  granted  for  the  sale 
of  “ Grade  A Milk  ” are  as  follows: — 

(1)  A herd  book  or  register  of  all  the  animals  in  the  herd 
(showing  additions  and  removals)  must  be  kept, 
and  all  the  animals  must  be  suitably  marked  for  pur- 
poses of  identification. 

(2)  An  examination  of  the  herd  must  be  made  once  in  every 
three  months  by  a veterinary  surgeon  nominated  by 
the  Licensing  Authority.  Any  animal  certified  as  show- 
ing evidence  of  any  disease  which  may  injuriously  affect 
the  milk  must  immediately  be  removed  from  the  herd 
and  information  as  to  its  disposal  given  to  the  Licensing 
Authority. 

(3)  If  tubercle  bacillus  is  at  any  time  found  in  the  milk  the 
producer  must  arrange  for  bacteriological  examinations 
of  the  milk  to  be  made  so  that  the  diseased  animals  may 
be  identified  and  removed  from  the  herd. 

(4)  The  milk  must  be  despatched  from  the  farm  in  an  un- 
ventilated sealed  container,  bearing  a suitable  descrip- 
tive label  with  the  address  of  the  farm,  the  day  and 
time  of  production  (morning  or  evening) , and  the  words 
“ Grade  A Milk.” 

(5)  The  milk  at  any  time  before  delivery  to  the  consumer 
must  not  contain  bacillus  coli  in  1/100  c.c.,  and  must 
not  contain  more  than  200,000  bacteria  per  c.c. 

(6)  The  milk  may  not  be  treated  by  any  artificial  heating 
process  other  than  pasteurisation  carried  out  in  accord- 
ance with  the  conditions  specified,  and  if  it  is  so  pas- 
teurised it  must  be  sold  as  “ Grade  A Milk  (Pasteur- 
ised).” It  must  then  conform  to  the  standard  as 
regards  bacterial  content  specified  for  pasteurised  milk. 

(b)  Meat,  etc. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  Meat  and  Markets  Inspector.  He 
reports  monthly  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  upon  his  work  as 
Meat  Inspector.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has,  on  various 
occasions  during  the  year,  examined  carcases  and  organs  in 
slaughter-houses  when  doubt  arose  as  to  whether  there  was 
disease  or  otherwise, 
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MEAT  REGULATIONS. 
Slaughter-houses. 

Total  number  of  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  5 

Registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  286 

Number  of  Regular  Notices  of  Slaughter  received  56 
Number  of  Occasional  Notices  of  Slaughter  received  745 


Total  ...  790 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Animals  Slaughtered. 

Carcases  Inspected 

Cattle 

...  933 

911 

Sheep 

. . . 2796 

2686 

Swine 

...  1250 

1103 

Other  (Calves) 

63 

58 

,,  (Goats) 

2 

1 

5044 

4759 

MEAT  INSPECTION— SUMMARY  OF  UNSOUND  MEAT. 


Lbs. 

Whole  Carcases  and  Offal  of  3 Tuberculosis  ...  ...  2264 

Beasts. 

Whole  Carcase  and  Offal  of  1 Pleural  Pneumonia  ...  530 

Beast. 

30|  Beasts’  Livers.  Parasitic  ...  ...  452 

Heads,  Livers,  Lungs,  etc.,  of  Pneumonia  ...  ...  530 

£ ££\sts 

Whole  Carcase  and  Offal  of  1 Erysipelas  ...  ...  50 

Pig. 

Whole  Carcases  and  Offal  of  3 Tuberculosis  ...  ...  415 

Pigs. 

O ^ 

Part  Carcase  of  1 Pig.  Renal  Tumour  ...  ...  17 

Heads,  Livers,  Lungs,  etc.,  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  802 

33  Pigs. 

Liver  and  Lungs  of  1 Pig.  Congestion  ...  ...  8 

Liver  of  1 Pig.  Cirrhosis  ...  ...  4 

Livers  and  Lungs  of  2 Pigs.  Broncho-Pneumonia  ...  5 

Livers  of  2 Sheep.  Parasitic  ...  ...  3 

Mutton.  Badly  bruised  ...  ...  6 


4835 

Three  Bags  Mussels  Unsound  ...  ...  336 

16  Rabbits  Do.  ...  ...  ...  30 


Total  ...  5201 

T.  C.  lbs. 
2 6 49 


Total  Weight  of  Unsound  Food  destroyed  ... 
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On  several  occasions  breaches  of  the  Meat  Regulations  were 
reported  to  the  Council,  when  the  butchers  concerned  were 
warned  that  failure  to  comply  with  the  Regulations  would  ensure 
prosecution. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Tripe  Boiling  ...  3 

Fat  Melting  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  3 

Bone  Boiling ...  4 

Gut  Scraping 

Fellmongering  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

Total  number  of  Inspections  79 

The  Council  is  again  recommended  to  consider  the  question 
of  adopting  by-laws  respecting  the  trade  of  a Fish  Fryer. 

BAKEHOUSES  AND  RESTAURANTS. 

Number  of  Bakehouses  on  Register  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  Restaurants  on  Register  ...  ...  3 

Total  number  of  Inspections  ...  134 

FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

Total  number  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  on  Register  ...  18 

Total  number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  65 

ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

Number  of  Premises  Registered  for  the  Manufac- 
ture and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  Premises  Registered  for  Sale  of  Ice 

Cream  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Persons  Registered  for  the  Sale  of 

Ice  Cream  by  Barrow  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  27 

Adulteration,  etc.  Up  to  the  present  it  has  been  the  cus- 
tom for  samples  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  to  be 
taken  by  an  Inspector  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  It 
has  often  been  pointed  out  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  the 
Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector  took  samples  for  submission  to  the 
public  analyst.  He  lives  in  the  town,  is  familiar  with  local 
circumstances,  and  knows  where  to  expect  possible  infringement 
of  these  Acts.  The  persons  empowered  by  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  to  take  samples  are  “ Any  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures, 
Inspector  of  Markets,  or  Police  Constables  if  directed  by  the 
Local  Authority.”  It  is  not  suggested  that  any  alteration  be 
made  in  existing  procedure  but  that  the  local  Sanitary  Inspector 
be  authorised  by  the  Council  to  act  in  addition. 
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Measles  was  epidemic  during  the  period  July  to  October. 
The  disease  principally  affected  children  between  the  ages  of 
n to  10  years,  the  predominance  being  amongst  the  older 
ones.  The  usual  action  was  taken  by  means  of  household 
visitation,  distribution  of  verbal  and  printed  advice  to  parents,  &c. 
The  schools  were  closed  for  the  annual  holidays  during  the  period, 
therefore  the  principal  source  of  information  respecting  new  cases 
was  not  available  for  some  weeks.  Fortunately  the  time  of  year 
was  favourable  and  the  frequent  complications  of  pneumonia  and 
bronchitis  were  not  so  common  as  usual.  The  epidemic  subsided 
in  October  without  any  death  being  directly  certified  as  due  to 
Measles. 

Smallpox  was  prevalent  in  neighbouring  areas  during  the 
year,  but  only  one  case  occurred  in  Heckmondwike.  The 
patient  wras  a married  woman,  aged  54,  who  went  to  Blackpool 
on  June  4th  for  a holiday.  She  returned  on  June  7th  and  began 
to  feel  ill  about  June  17th  or  18th  so  far  as  she  could  remember. 
The  rash  was  first  noticed  on  June  21st.  She  had  been  vac- 
cinated in  infancy  but  not  since.  All  the  evidence  pointed  to  the 
great  probability  of  the  patient  being  infected  in  Blackpool  or 
during  the  journeys.  Fortunately,  no  other  case  occurred  during 
1927.  Eight  contacts  were  discovered,  all  of  whom  were  vac- 
cinated or  re-vaccinated.  Many  other  persons  in  the  town  sought 
this,  the  only,  protection,  when  they  became  aware  of  the  out- 
break and  thus  assisted  the  efforts  of  the  Local  Authority  to  pre- 
vent further  spread  of  infection. 

Acute  Primary  or  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  was  notified 
on  eight  occasions  only.  The  regulations  respecting  notification 
of  this  condition  are  not  strictly  complied  with. 

Diphtheria  was  notified  on  one  occasion  only.  There  was  no 
case  notified  during  the  preceding  year.  For  a busy  industrial 
town  like  Heckmondwike  to  be  free  from  Diphtheria  for  such  a 
long  period  is  worthy  of  note.  Strict  supervision  is  kept  over 
scholars  in  the  elementary  schools  with  frequent  throat  swab- 
bings  where  such  appear  desirable.  Probably  this  has  no  small 
influence  in  the  matter,  but,  doubtless,  there  are  other  factors 
unknown  for  which  allowance  must  be  made.  Whatever  the 
cause  the  facts  are  very  pleasing.  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is 
supplied  by  the  Council  to  medical  practitioners  on  request,  free 
of  charge. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  notified  on  thirteen  occasions.  Two  of 
the  patients  were  adults.  In  February,  the  Council  ordered  a 
prosecution  against  a man  and  his  wife  (both  residents)  for 
having  contravened  Section  126  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
by  exposing  a child  in  a certain  street  within  the  district  whilst 
suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  without  proper  protection  against 
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spreading  the  disorder.  The  circumstances  were  as  follows: — * 
On  the  11th  December,  1926,  I received  a Notification,  dated  the 
8th  December,  1926,  from  a Medical  Practitioner,  intimating 
that  the  child  referred  to  was  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever.  As 
there  was  no  other  date  to  guide  me  I took  this  latter  date  as  being 
approximately  the  date  of  onset  of  the  disease.  On  this  footing  the 
customary  period  of  six  weeks’  quarantine  had  not  expired  when 
the  child  was  being  exposed.  On  the  hearing  of  the  proceedings, 
to  prove  the  existence  of  the  disease  the  Medical  Practitioner  was 
called  to  give  evidence  for  the  Council  (although,  in  fact,  he  was 
a witness  for  the  defendants) , and  in  his  evidence  he  stated  that 
the  onset  of  the  disease  was  23rd  November,  1926,  in  which  case 
the  six  weeks  had  expired,  and  on  this  evidence  the  Magistrates 
dismissed  the  summons. 

The  Council  were  not  at  all  satisfied  with  this  result,  and 
subsequently  they  prosecuted  the  Medical  Practitioner  for  hav- 
ing contravened  Section  3 (1)  (b)  of  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Notification  Act,  1889,  by  not  having  sent  in  the  necessary  Notifi- 
cation that  the  child  was  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  “ forth- 
with ” upon  his  becoming  aware  that  the  patient  was  so  suffer- 
ing. The  prosecution  was  again  abortive,  the  Magistrates  dis- 
missing the  complaint.  The  Magistrates  did  not  give  any  reason 
for  their  decision,  and  it  is  assumed  that  they  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  “ forthwith  ” did  not,  in  fact,  mean  forthwith,  but 
a time  which  is  convenient  to  the  person  under  obligation  to 
give  the  Notice.  In  his  evidence  at  this  hearing,  the  Medical 
Practitioner  said  “ there  was  nothing  to  suggest  Scarlet  Fever 
until  December  8th.” 

Enteric  Fever  has  been  absent  from  Heckmondwike  for  three 
successive  years,  which  testifies  to  the  much  improved  health 
of  the  community. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  notified  on  two  occasions,  both 
patients  being  resident  in  the  Maternity  Home.  One  was 
removed  to  Dewsbury  Infirmary.  No  case  of  Puerperal  Fever 
was  notified. 

Influenza  was  epidemic  during  February  and  March,  caus- 
ing fourteen  deaths.  Attendance  at  the  infant  schools  was 
largely  affected.  Information  of  cases  therein  was  obtained 
through  the  agency  of  the  head  teachers.  Home  visitation  by 
the  Health  Visitor,  distribution  of  appropriate  literature  and 
verbal  advice  were  the  chief  means  adopted  to  minimise  the 
spread  of  the  disease.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  made  to  the  Council  in  Novem- 
ber last: — 

“ The  season  of  the  year  when  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
Influenza  and  Catarrhal  conditions  generally  become  more  pre- 
valent is  now  with  us.  Certain  deaths  will  occur  through 
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contracting  the  infection  and  many  people  will  be  ill  at  home  for 
varying  periods  with  resultant  suffering  and  financial  loss.  All 
this  is  largely  preventable,  the  remedy  being  in  the  hands  of  each 
individual.  Sneezing,  coughing  and  spitting  are  the  usual  means 
for  disseminating  these  and  some  other  diseases.  The  infection 
is  generally  caught  through  breathing  air  contaminated  with  the 
breath  of  those  already  infected,  and  the  most  dangerous  places 
are  those  largely  frequented  by  the  public,  where  overcrowding 
and  lack  of  ventilation  predominate.  Such  buildings  are  well 
known  and  should  be  avoided  altogether. 

“ Many  lives  have  been  lost  through  persons  becoming  in- 
fected in  trains,  tramcars  and  omnibuses.  This  is  not  the  fault  of 
the  companies  or  their  officials,  but  of  the  passengers  themselves. 
If  ventilation  is  prevented,  the  air  in  these  vehicles  is  heavily 
charged  with  infection.  The  moisture  running  down  the  windows 
is  seething  with  the  germs  of  diseases,  as  is  the  expectoration 
often  seen  on  the  floors. 

“ All  this  could  be  improved  if  the  public  would  permit  the 
windows  to  be  sufficiently  opened  at  both  sides  to  allow  ventila- 
tion. This  does  not  mean  draught,  but  the  removal  of  foul 
infected  air  and  its  replacement  by  fresh  air.  Recently,  com- 
plaint was  made  by  a passenger  who  was  obliged  to  travel  from 
Leeds  in  an  overcrowded  bus  where  many  were  compelled  to 
stand.  The  atmosphere  was  so  offensive  that  it  could  be  tasted, 
yet  a civil  request  that  sufficient  ventilation  be  obtained  was 
unanimously  refused  by  the  passengers.  Not  one  of  them  would 
permit  it,  and  the  journey  had  to  be  continued  under  these  con- 
ditions. It  is  certain  everybody  suffered  more  or  less,  and  pos- 
sibly even  a life  may  have  been  lost  in  consequence.  This 
occasion  is  similar  to  what  is  continually  happening.  So  long  as 
members  of  the  public  desire  to  risk  life  and  health  in  this 
manner,  respiratory  diseases  will  flourish.  It  is  in  the  power  of 
the  individual  citizen  to  put  an  end  to  the  danger  if  and  when  he 
may  so  desire.  Notwithstanding  the  company’s  by-laws,  the 
condition  of  the  upper  storey  of  local  tramcars  is  frequently  seen 
to  be  in  a disgusting  state  through  indiscriminate  spitting  on 
the  part  of  some  passengers.  The  remedy  is  not  so  much  in  the 
infliction  of  fines.  The  public  is  able  to  refuse  to  permit  the 
continuance  of  such  insanitary  practices.” 

Chicken-Pox  was  prevalent  in  January,  February  and  March, 
absent  until  October,  and  then  to  the  end  of  the  year.  A care- 
ful watch  was  kept,  so  far  as  possible,  having  regard  to  Smallpax 
being  in  neighbouring  towns. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  is  under  the  control  of  a Joint  Hos- 
pital Board,  the  Medical  Superintendent  being  a practitioner 
residing  m Dewsbury.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  not  an 
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officer  of  the  Board,  hence  the  questions  respecting  hospital 
accommodation  asked  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  page  7 of 
Circular  834  cannot  be  answered  by  him.  Particular  cases  of 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  cannot  be  admitted.  The  facts 
have  been  mentioned  in  previous  reports. 

It  has  not  been  practicable  to  make  use  of  the  Schick  and 
Dick  tests  in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Never,  or  the  recently- 
developed  artificial  methods  of  immunisation  against  these 
diseases.  Bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations  are  made 
at  the  laboratory  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  at  Wake- 
field. The  specimens  reported  upon  during  the  year  were  Sputum 
6,  Diphtheria  suspects  18,  Ringworm  12,  Miscellaneous  15. 

No  primary  or  re-vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention) 
Regulations,  1917. 
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Disinfection  and  Disinfestation  Disinfection  of  premises  is 
performed  by  fumigation  and  spraying  with  formaldehyde.  Where 
necessary,  articles  of  bedding  and  clothing  are  sent  to  the  steam 
disinfector  at  Batley,  a charge  being  made  upon  the  Heckmondwike 
Council  by  the  Batley  Corporation  for  such  services. 

YEAR  1927. 


Table  shewing  relationship  between  domestic  conditions 
of  persons  under  15,  and  incidence  of  notifiable  disease. 
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YEAR  1927. 

Attack  rates  per  thousand  persons  under  15,  not  known  to 
have  had  a previous  attack. 


Notifiable 

Diseases. 

Less  than  1 
person  per  room. 

1 to  2 persons 
per  room. 

More  than  2 
persons  per  room. 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup)  ... 

0 11 

Scarlet  Fever  

0 45 

045 

0 33 

Pneumonia  

— 

— 

0 22 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  

0-11 



. - 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  

0 11 

0.11 

Oil 

Other  Forms  of 

Tuberculosis  

— 

0 22 

These  tables  are  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  in 
Circular  540  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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Yenereal  Diseases  are  treated  by  the  County  Council  at  centres 
established  at  various  hospitals.  It  is  known  that  thirteen  male  and 
seven  female  patients  resident  in  Heckmondwike  attended  during  the 
year  but  others  were  doubtless  attended  by  private  practitioners. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Year. 

Notified. 

CASES. 
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1920 
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1927 

1 

1 
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1 

None 
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None 

This  condition  is  usually  the  result  of  venereal  disease  in  one  or 
both  parents.  If  treated  without  delay  it  is  generally  possible  to  save 
an  infant’s  eyesight,  but  any  delay  means  a greater  chance  of  total 
blindness  resulting.  Fortunately  the  figures  for  Heckmondwike  are 
not  as  bad  in  proportion  to  the  population  as  in  some  areas  elsewhere. 

TUBERCULOSIS  IN  HECKMONDWIKE,  1927 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  relationship  between  date  of 
notification  and  date  of  death  of  all  persons  in  Heckmondwike 
who  were  certified  to  have  died  from  Tuberculosis  between  Janu- 
ary 1st,  1913,  and  December  31st,  1927.  It  is  a guide  to  the 
extent  to  which  the  requirements  as  to  notification  of  Tubercu- 
losis are  observed  by  medical  practitioners:  — 


Death  before  notification 

10 

Death 

6 months  after  ... 

2 

Death  1 month  or  under 

Death 

7 months  after  ... 

2 

after  notification 

11 

Death 

8 months  after  ... 

Nil. 

Death  2 months  after  . . . 

4 

Death 

9 months  after  ... 

1 

Death  3 months  after  ... 

1 

Death  10  months  after  ... 

1 

Death  4 months  after  ... 

7 

Death 

11  months  after  ... 

Nil. 

Death  5 months  after  ... 

Q 

O 

Death  12  months  and  over 

18 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  Tuber- 
culosis deaths  during  1927  was  1 to  8,  or  12-5%. 

The  Regulations  respecting  notification  of  Tuberculosis  are 
not  strictly  observed  by  practitioners,  as  the  table  shows.  The 
County  Council  is  the  Authority  for  the  treatment  of  the  disease. 

The  particulars  given  in  the  Table  are  of  interest.  They  show 
the  conditions  under  which  those  persons  who  have  been  unfor- 
tunate enough  to  contract  Tuberculosis  are  compelled  to  live. 
The  remarkable  thing  is  that  comparatively  so  few  persons  suffer 
from  the  disease  in  view  of  the  conditions  shown.  It  is  an 
additional  sidelight  upon  the  housing  of  the  people  of  Heck- 
mondwike,  although  it  must  not  be  assumed  that  Heckmondwike 
is  worse  than  elsewhere.  The  whole  question  is  a national  one. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  or  called  for  under  these  Regulations 
during  1926. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  62. 

This  section  refers  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of 
infectious  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  The 
West  Riding  County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  persons  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis.  There  are  cases  where  such  is  very  desirable, 
though  not  provided,  partly  because  there  are  not  sufficient  beds 
available  and  partly  because  Tubercular  patients  often  refuse 
hospital  treatment. 

All  the  adoptive  portions  of  this  Act  would  be  useful  if  in 
force  in  Heckmondwike,  and  the  recommendation  that  such  be 
considered  is  again  made.  The  Council  has  already  made  use 
of  Section  67,  which  provides  that  any  Local  Authority  may 
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arrange  for  the  publication  within  their  area  of  information  on 
questions  relating  to  health  or  disease,  and  for  the  delivery  of 
lectures  and  the  display  of  pictures  in  which  such  questions  are 
dealt  with,  and  may  defray  the  whole  or  a portion  of  expenses 
so  incurred.  A Health  Week  has  been  held  in  Heckmond- 
wike  annually  since  1924,  and  was  arranged  for  1925,  but  unfor- 
seen  circumstances  prevented  the  fixture  taking  place.  The 
Health  Week,  1928,  has  already  been  fixed  for  November. 

During  the  autumn  the  Council  decided  to  obtain  each  month 
for  free  distribution  in  the  town  copies  of  the  publication  known 
as  “ Better  Health,”  which  is  published  by  the  Central  Council 
for  Health  Education,  set  up  by  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers 
of  Health.  The  journal  is  distributed  to  clubs,  schools,  library, 
and  other  suitable  places,  whilst  it  is  obtainable  at  the  Clinics, 
Welfare  Centre,  and  personally  from  the  Health  Visitor.  It  has 
already  been  demonstrated  to  be  a valuable  piece  of  health  pro- 
paganda, and  each  month’s  issue  is  looked  forward  to  by  many 
persons  with  eager  anticipation. 

As  this  Keport  is  being  despatched  to  the  printer,  the  result 
of  a Whist  Drive  and  Dance  promoted  for  the  benefit  of  the 
“ Boots  for  the  Bairns  ” Eund  by  the  Health  Visitor,  Sister 
Shorter,  and  Miss  Jackson,  of  the  Health  Department  at  the 
Council  Offices,  is  known.  These  two  ladies  have  been  able  to 
hand  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  a cheque  for  over  £42,  to 
be  devoted  entirely  to  that  fund. 

In  conclusion,  I once  again  desire  to  record  the  amicable 
relationship  existing  between  the  Council  and  its  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  which  is  very  beneficial  to  the  public  health  of  the 
town.  I trust  it  may  be  found  practicable  to  adopt  some,  if  not 
all,  the  suggestions  made  in  this  Annual  Beport.  Whatever  the 
outcome,  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  beforehand  that  they  will 
receive  the  same  sympathetic  consideration  as  in  the  past,  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants  being  the  chief  concern  of  the  members 
at  all  times. 


Heckmondwike, 
March,  1928. 


G.  H.  PEARCE,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


D')) 


